organicARTS 
A GROWING YEAR FOR EDUCATION AND ARTS AT WEST TOWN FARM, IDE,

NEWSLETTER No.12 Feb 2008

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

Saturday 9th FEBRUARY: WOOD CUTTING DAY 10am-4pm. Learn how to choose and cut hazel from the woodland that is suitable to use for the chair making workshop in March. Please bring lunch and outdoor gear and if possible suitable tools e.g. pruning saws and bowsaws. FREE and reduction of £5 from the cost of the chair making day (over 15s only)

Sunday 2nd MARCH: FRIENDS & VOLUNTEERS DAY Noon-4pm A chance to experience & contribute to progress in the garden including compost making. REFRESHMENTS available. FREE
Sunday 9th MARCH: HEDGEROW CHAIR MAKING DAY: 10am-4pm Learn how to create a useful and beautiful piece of furniture from the hedgerows. We’ll show you how to select suitable materials and construct a chair from hazel, to take home as a finished article at the end of the day. If possible please bring a cordless drill, pruning saw, loppers, secateurs, tape measure and a hammer. We will have some tools if you do not have any. Bring lunch and suitable outdoor gear. COST: £30 (£5 reduction for those helping at the wood cutting day on 9th Feb); (over 15s only) BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Saturday/Sunday 29th/30th MARCH: SPRING OPENING: 11am-4pm The First Open Day of the year at West Town and the official opening of our new community garden. Activities including seasonal creative workshops, trails, tractor & trailer rides, meet ‘Hay Man’ the new bull and of course our usual selection of delicious refreshments. COST £3/£2 
Tues 1st – Fri 4th April: Rural Futures: Dreams, Dilemmas and Dangers. organicARTS have been asked to contribute to this conference at the University of Plymouth. If the last conference is anything to go by it will be stimulating, useful and fun with a mix of academics, policy makers and practitioners. If you’re interested then visit their web site www.ruralfuturesconference.org
Sunday 6th APRIL: FRIENDS & VOLUNTEERS DAY Noon-4pm including SPRING WALK come along and help document the changing countryside

Sunday 4th May: FRIENDS & VOLUNTEERS DAY Noon-4pm
Sunday 1st June: OPEN FARM SUNDAY 11am-4pm
Also planned hurdle making, willow weaving, clay/pottery, an archaeological dig and more! – let us know if you’re interested or check the website from time to time
REGULAR DATES:

Mondays & Thursdays: 11am – 3pm COMMUNITY GARDEN DAYS – When anyone can drop in to work on our community permaculture garden (see elsewhere for news of the garden) and selected other activities around the farm. LUNCH PROVIDED
First Sunday of Every Month Noon – 4pm FRIENDS & VOLUNTEERS DAYS. When ‘Friends of organicARTS can come to the farm for whatever activity they wish - go for a walk, do some artwork, spot wild flowers etc or join volunteers in the activities available to help organicARTS and/or the farm.

organicARTS DO HAVE A CAR PARK BUT WE OPERATE A GREEN TRANSPORT POLICY SO PLEASE WALK, CYCLE, BUS OR CAR SHARE TO EVENTS WHERE POSSIBLE  

REPORTS of ACTIVITIES:

DEVON ARTWORKS: 

This years’ exhibition was entitled ‘A Celebration of Farming’ with contributions by new & older faces including Jenny Hubbard’s innovative recycling of the farm rubbish tip into a flower bed! A late contribution from Farmer Andy of a polar bear in the field and clearly visible to aeroplanes flying overhead not only made the local newspapers but also New Internationalist. We kept up a positive welcome despite an outbreak of Foot & Mouth during the exhibition. This made the display about the affect of flooding on farming and work of the Farm Crisis Network all the more poignant. A big thanks to all who contributed to their funds, find out more at www.farmcrisisnetwork.org.uk. 

COMMUNITY GARDEN:

Who could believe that the garden that was opened up during Devon Artworks and was head high in nettles, docks etc. is the same garden as now. Thanks to a steady bank of volunteers the garden is cleared of nettles (though starting to re-emerge now); has a vegetable patch (thanks to the pigs for digging this for us!) which is in the process of being fenced against the rabbits; has had some pernicious shrubs cut back, the ivy removed from the wall; a large tree house is being constructed in the willow tree; has a temporary shelter, fire pit & seating area and as I write this the first daffodil is in flower!

We had wanted to develop the use of the garden from the day we started organicARTS, inspired largely by Jackie Chadwick who lived in the farmhouse and is a permaculture practitioner. We had a couple of Permaculture courses at the farm but no-one emerged with the energy to lead the project. This recent  spring into action was prompted by the interest of the ‘Helping Hands’ group at Exeter CVS and the offer by Dea Annison to run another Introduction to Permaculture course for us (thanks to her & Alastair for this). We still have no-one to lead this project but an open gardening group who meet once a month to take any big decisions.
We had a small Winter Solstice celebration for the gardening group with some excellent & unexpected food & drink and we collected, decorated, wished on and burned a yule log, some of which is left to start next years celebration.

Work continues and we’d love you to come and visit, join in the fun and become part of the group if you wish. if you have anything to contribute in the way of tools, plants (at the appropriate time) or seeds etc. we’d be very grateful.

POTTERY:

We are most fortunate to have relatively easily accessible and useable clay in the ground so we have identified an area for a pottery on the farm and Lucy Rockliffe (who is a potter) is taking a lead on this project. All we need now is some funding and we can get it up and running. If you know of any pottery equipment that is spare (including a small kiln and a wheel) or if you’re able to help with a bit of renovation on the building, please let us know. We’ve also identified a part of the garden to be a creative area & at some time in the future will have a clay oven there.

APPLE & PUMPKIN DAYS:

We had another very successful 2 days with the café selling out for the first time ever! Very popular were the tractor & trailer rides, the straw bail assault course, story telling in the yurt and the weather! Thanks to the Hummer family from Austria who were working at the farm at the time and worked harder than anyone else I’ve ever come across!

AUTUMN WALK: 

On a very wet day a small group of intrepid visitors took a short walk around the farm recording the farm in autumn on camera, video, sound and small objects. These were added to later in the week by Chloe who came to the farm on work experience from St Peters High School. We’re happy to have more work experience students if you know anyone who is interested

BEEF BBQ: 

December saw our 2nd beef BBQ, this time with the addition of our organically reared free range pork. West Town meat seems to be increasingly popular with people who are used to supermarket meat being astonished at its flavour. There was also delicious Emma’s bread and apple cake (West Town Apples) and Spicy Pumpkin and Leek & Potato soups (West Town pumpkins & potatoes and Shillingford leeks) as well as local wine, beer & Jenny’s mulled cider.

If you’re interested in West Town Beef and Pork contact Andy 01392 811257; Emma’s bread or cakes www.emmasbread.co.uk ; Shillingford Organics vegetables & eggs contact them on 01392 832729; organicARTS soups come to an Open Day or Volunteer with us!  

FARM NEWS by Andy:
A beautiful spring like day at the end of January is a welcome boost to the winter greyness of recent weeks. The warmth in the air of some of the days feels welcome, it will help to build up those vitamin D levels. This may be all very nice and beautiful and sweet and I can walk around the farm thinking that everything is OK;  unfortunately this may not be the case.

Only 20 years ago, it seemed regularly at the farm that snowdrops came out in Jan, Crocuses in Feb, Daffodils in March, Primroses in April. This year they are all out at the same time. To have these very mild times in the middle of winter is strange. It does not make any difference to me or to the farm animals; but could for the wild animals and plants who may be struggling to adapt to these changes. Dormice maybe coming out of hibernation too early; bats and bees also maybe getting confused. There are more pests on the farm; more rats, flies and rabbits. Cold winters are supposed to be nature’s way of checking their numbers.

There are worrying changes in the bird population too; in the past 2-3 years some have disappeared from the farm altogether. The cuckoo has not been here for 2 years. Skylarks also; although we did hear one pair last year. There are fewer swallows, swifts and house martins in the summer. House sparrows, song thrushes and starlings are not so common either. In fact the latter three are all on the danger list of RSPB concern.

But on a lighter note there are many new things happening at the farm; all fun and useful. 

Already we have one arriving today. The new bull whose name is ‘Anhay Manhay’ and we are going to call him ‘hay man’. If you are wondering why there is a new bull come along to one of our ‘friends days’ at the farm to meet him and find out.

We are trying to get funding for the work that we do here. Both environmental and educational. I am applying to be part of a new environmental scheme. This will also provide part funding for the access that happens at the farm. The old scheme runs out in October.

The farm is a wonderful resource for learning, for having fun and experiencing nature. Please come and make use of it. Contact Jo, Christine or myself if you want to do something at the farm.

WWOOFFing
: 

Welcome to Amber who is our latest WWOOFer who is a student at Bicton. She has tireless energy and enthusiasm and is beginning to make herself indispensible! If you’re interested in WWOOFing at West Town let us know.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS AND THE YEAR OF FOOD & FARMING: 

Our educational visits this year are based on the seasonal activities on the farm with a different focus each month in this ‘Year of Food & Farming’. We’re aiming to reach a greater number of schools and groups this year and to help us with this we’d like to welcome Sally Burch to our education team. If you’re at a school who’d like to visit either West Town or The Barton (home of Shillingford Organics and Emma’s Bread) or if you know of or are part of a group who’d like to visit please get in touch. We can gear our visit to your needs (curriculum or other!)

VOLUNTEERS AT THE FARM: 

We have a regular group of volunteers who come on either Mondays or Thursdays (or both!) to help with the garden and woodland management and we have a wonderful and fulfilling time, especially sharing soup, bread & cakes at lunch time! But we have room for more to help with these activities or educational visits; open days; building renovation and much, much more. We’d particularly like to have more people with special needs working at the farm but really need a volunteer to make a regular commitment to working with a small group and a willingness to have a CRB check. If you are interested do let us know. We would always be around to support you in your role if needed.

BIRTHDAY PARTIES: 

During the sunny days in 2007 Hannah ran some birthday parties around a campfire in the Paddock. The parties include games in the Paddock, walks, ‘smelly cocktails’, stories and cooking ‘damper bread’ over the campfire and they can be geared towards a theme such as Halloween. If you or children you know (or even adults) would enjoy an outdoor party, do contact us.

SUMMER PLAY SCHEME:

We’re considering running a play scheme for a week during the summer holidays, the hours could be arranged to be suitable for parents who work full time. This would be for children over 8 (or under 8 if accompanied by an adult). Let us know if you might be interested with your requirements.
SPACE to RENT: 

We have a variety of indoor & outdoor spaces for daily/weekend rent. Contact us for details.

SHOP: 

Our shop sells most things for your daily needs (food & cleaning consumables) plus a few more decorative items. We have several people who make a monthly order and we can deliver in Ide and some of Exeter. Contact us and we’ll send an order form.

FRIENDS: 

Welcome to those of you who have become friends since the last newsletter, your contributions are very valuable. If you have not yet joined, contact us and we will send a form for you to fill in and return with the reasonable cost of £5 per individual, £10 per family and £20 per organisation. 

info@organicarts.org.uk                     01392 430378    
www.organicarts.org.uk
� Willing Workers On Organic Farms
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